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   Opening in 1918, Canuck 
School (located on the north 
side of Bear Lake), recently cel-
ebrated its 100th birthday. 
   Over the course of the 
school’s lifespan more than 170 
children were schooled there, 
including Eleanor (Wafler) 
Haddow, who attended Canuck 
and later returned to teach 
when she was 19.  
   “It was the best year of my 
teaching,” she recalled. 
   “I knew all the students and 
all the parents, it was just like 
coming home.”  
   Canuck alumni celebrated 
the centennial of the school on 
July 21. 
   Haddow taught at Canuck for 
only one year (1951 to 1952) be-
fore leaving for a job in a bigger 
school in Clairmont.  
   While pupils were generally 
surplus at the school, Canuck 
always had difficulty with the 
retention of teachers, and had a 
new faculty almost every year.  
   “There were years when there 
was a shortage of qualified 
teachers,” said former student 
Lorraine (Bode) Nagel, who 
attended Canuck from 1943 to 
1952.  
   “So we’d have correspondence 
(classes) and supervisors. The 
first year we had a supervisor it 
was difficult because it was so 
different for us.”  
   Without a trained teacher, 
the students were tasked with 
lessons that were completed in 
the classroom and then mailed 
to Edmonton, marked, and sent 
back.  
   “It was a challenge,” said Na-
gel “not only for us and the 
teacher, but for our parents 
because they became homes-
choolers!” 
   Even though there were chal-
lenges with keeping the school’s 
doors open, the students have 
many fond memories of their 
time at the school; for Lorraine 
the school yearend picnics stick 
out in her memory.  
   “We’d come down to Bear 
Lake where the campground 
is,” she said, “there was always 

lots of food and homemade ice-
cream.  
   “There’d be events on the 
water, we’d go swimming and 
sometimes there’d be people 
there who had a boat, and 
they’d give rides.” 
   The school was the heart of 
the community, and hosted 
much more than just school 
events. 
   “Friday night there would be 
a dance,” recalled Eleanor Had-
dow, “Saturday would be com-
munity meetings sometimes, 
and Sunday was church.” 
   The community surrounding 
Canuck School was a strong 
one. 
   “When I think back,” said Na-
gel, “all the parents in my day 
– everyone came from some-
where else – we were all new 
Canadians.     
   “There were even some 
(children) attending school who 
didn’t speak English, so (the 
community) was a real coming 
together of new people.” 
   Wednesday, Oct. 12, 1955 was 
the day Canuck closed its doors 
as a new school had just been 
finished in Sexsmith, and a pa-
rental vote favoured busing the 
children to school there.
   In 1956 the assets of the 
school were put up for auction, 
and the barn and the teacher’s 
quarters were sold and moved 
off the property. 
   However the schoolhouse re-
mained on the land which was 
bought by the Dixon family. 
   In 1992 an informal meeting 
of Canuck alumni was held, and 
a discussion arose surrounding 
the idea of restoring their old 
schoolhouse.
   The old schoolhouse was 
currently being used as a gra-
nary, and while the building 
had many cosmetic flaws, basic 
structure was still sound.  
   The alumni were determined, 
and in fall 2002 the school 
was moved from its location 
on Range Road 73 to Pitman’s 
Point at Bear Lake.
   Gary Dixon, who owned the 
land the school had resided on, 
donated the structure to the 
society. 
   “It’s one of the last schools 

around and it’s one of the older 
schools,” said Dixon.  
“I’m glad that (it was) saved…
they did a lot of work.”
   And work is what it took.  
Restoration of the building 
began in 2003 and hundreds of 
volunteer hours were lovingly 
put into the project, as well 
as $25,000 in donations and 
grants.
   “We definitely wanted to 
restore (Canuck) as near as we 
could to original, not to mod-
ern times,” said Des Brown, 

the Bear Lake 
Canuck His-
torical Society 
president. 
   “(We have 
a) potbellied 
stove sitting in 
the middle of 
the classroom 

and there are outdoor 
toilets.”  
   The restoration was 
completed in 2009, and 
Canuck School received 
a complete makeover, 
inside and out.
   “We’re hoping the 
younger generations will show 
interest, and its starting all 
ready,” said Brown.  
   The school has already hosted 
several school tours from 
neighbouring communities, and 
the children and grandchildren 
of the alumni have also shown 
interest in the history of the 
school.  
   “It is critical to understand 
where we came from,” said 
Leanne Beaupre, Division 3 
councillor and reeve for the 
County of Grande Prairie, 
who attended the centennial 

celebration July 21 with Karen 
Rosvold, Division 8 councillor. 
   “One-room schoolhouses 
were the heart of the commu-
nity and played a noble role in 
the early development of rural 
Alberta,” added Beaupre. 
   Every year in July the Canuck 
School alumni meet at Bear 
Lake to reminisce about times 
gone by, and to catch up with 
each other.  
   The doors of Canuck School 
may have closed to students 63 
years ago, but the heart of the 
one room schoolhouse contin-
ues to beat on.

Alumni celebrate a schoolhouse that built a community

Lorraine Nagel enjoyed showing her granddaughters 
around the schoolhouse she attended for nine grades.

Barbara Lozeron and Elaine Jackson were among the alumni 
who enjoyed cake and socializing at the centennial  reunion July 21. 
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Circa 1944: Front (l-r) Lorraine Bode, 
Eloise Bode, Theresa Robinson, Joe 
Landry, George Wafler, Pat Lozerone.  
Back: Homer Lozeron, Alec Gorrie,  
Paul Hudz.

Fully restored by 2009, Canuck School now serves as a reminder of times gone by. (Photos submitted)

Canuck school was moved from its original location on 
Range Road 73 to Pitman’s Point on Bear Lake in 2000.


